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Dr. Schlesinger was the nation's first Secretary of Energy, taking the oath of office one 
day after President Carter signed the legislation creating the new department. He served 
in this position from August 5, 1977, until 1979. In the previous year, President-elect 
Carter had asked Dr. Schlesinger to become assistant to the president, charged with the 
responsibility for drafting a plan for the establishment of the Department of Energy and a 
national energy policy.  

From July 1973 to November 1975, Dr. Schlesinger was Secretary of Defense. 
Immediately prior to this appointment, he served as Director of Central Intelligence. In 
August 1971, he was selected by President Nixon to become chairman of the Atomic 
Energy Commission, a position he held until February 1973.  

Dr. Schlesinger began his government service in 1969 as assistant director of the U.S. 
Bureau of the Budget (later the Office of Management and Budget), where he also served 
as acting deputy director.  

He was a senior staff member at the RAND Corporation from 1963 to 1967, and RAND's 
director of strategic studies from 1967 to 1969. He also served as consultant to the Board 
of Governors of the Federal Reserve System and to the Bureau of the Budget.  

From 1955 to 1963, he was assistant and then associate professor of economics at the 
University of Virginia.  

Dr. Schlesinger has also served on many government commissions and advisory groups. 
Recently, he served as chairman of the Secretary's Task Force on DoD Nuclear Weapons 
Management. He is also vice chairman of the Congressional Commission on the Strategic 
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Force on the Future of the Global Positioning System. He also served on an independent 
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Management (1984 –1985), and served on the Governor's Commission on Virginia's 
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Dr. Schlesinger is the author of The Political Economy of National Security, 1960, 
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